
 
 

Wednesday, July 15, 2009 
7:00am 
Alexandria Technical College room 2008 
 
Attendees: 
Ben Oleson, Tam Bukowski, Bob McCrory, Chad Coauette, Patrick Kalina, Margaret 
Kalina, Kris Willert, Anthony Zimny, Stan Finnestad, Tom Wacholz, Tom Jacobson, 
Kevin Kopischke, Corliss Stark, John Luepke, Rick Paulsen, Reed Becker, Todd Roth, 
Dave Johnson, Virgil Batesole, Greg Klepetka, Nancy Klepetka, Jason Murray 
 
Minutes 

1. Destiny Driver Updates 
a. Recent/Upcoming Events 

i. Dave Johnson: Visiting with Township officials throughout Douglas 
County about the Stewardship initiative. 

ii. Rick Paulsen: The walleye stocking fundraiser event at Pete’s 
County Market was a great success. 

iii. Chad Coauette: The DRAA will be presenting information on 
KXRA’s Open Line about the value of diversity in the work place. 

iv. Tom Wacholz: The Industrial Park Committee has been meeting 
and looking into options for a new industrial park. 

v. Tam Bukowski: She and Mark Grandgenett have presented 
Stewardship information to Kiwanis and have joined forces with the 
CentralLakesTrail.com group to increase the trailhead project 
momentum – a meeting will be held in the near future with a 
representative of the MN DNR to discuss funding for trailheads – 
Central Lakes Tour fundraiser to improve the trail will be taking 
place on August 8th – conversations are underway to include the 
Quality Trailheads component in the Douglas County 
Comprehensive Plan. 

vi. Corliss Stark: Upcoming events – The first of a number of food 
drops in Douglas County will be happening on 7/30 – Pete’s County 
Market has donated $5000 in immediate food vouchers for people 
in need – the Plant an Extra Row initiative is going well with food 
being distributed throughout the area – the Stuff the Bus event will 
be taking place on 8/27 (volunteers needed) – a Volunteer Fair will 
be taking place at the Viking Plaza Mall on 9/26 to share 
information on volunteering opportunities throughout region. 



 
2. Status of Articles 

a. After School Programming Article 
i. This Destiny Driver has proved challenging, but attendees felt that it 

was too important to let go yet.  Tom Wacholz volunteered to 
connect with this Driver’s group again to check the status and 
direction of the Driver and article. 
 

3. Community Presentations 
a. Sign-up 

i. Some presentations have taken place throughout the region and 
the group was encouraged to schedule their presentations soon as 
the Destiny Driver articles wrap up. 
 

4. Issues of the Morning 
a. Regional Collaboration 
b. Moving around the region for All-Stewards Meetings 

i. The group discussed the importance of moving meetings around 
the region and inviting local leaders to attend and talk with the 
group about what is happening and what is needed within individual 
communities. 

ii. Based upon strong support, the August meeting will likely be 
scheduled outside of Alexandria and may be at a different time than 
usual to better allow for travel time and involvement of local 
representatives. 
 
 

5. Committee Meetings 
Committees met for the remaining time to discuss the following topics.  The 
Measures Committee will be meeting in the very near future to formalize their 
measurement plans for the Destiny Drivers. 

a. Buzz 
i. Upcoming marketing initiatives 
ii. Publication piece/further outreach 

 
b. Implementation 

i. Community Meetings 
ii. Role of Young Professionals group – increasing involvement 

 
c. Measures 

i. Foundation for benchmarks 
 
Next Meeting: 
Location, time and date: To be emailed in the near future. 


